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proper to have the hoys and girls in 
separate apartments. 

As to expensive ornament in stone 
work there is none, unless a plain 
stone door case, or stpne coins, base 
and- cornice, may be so called, so 
far from unnecessary expense in stone 
work being incurred, a degree of 
parsimony appears in that respect, 
as there are no stone coins for the 
rear corners, nor cornices for the back 
wall, both of which are necessary for 
a building, that if possible should never 
require any repairs, and it is well 
known that in houses detached from 
others, nothing falls sooner into decay 
titan brick coins and cornices. 

A house such as this Mr. Editor, 
should be built in the most substantial 
manner, and no material should he 
u->ed in it which was not of the strongest, 
and most durable nature. Economy 
therefore, is greatly misapplied, and 
appears to be grossly misunderstood 
by our retrospective politician; in his 
supposing that building a house with 
stone coins and cornices was a breach 
of the rules of economy. 

Such as I have described it, Mr. 
Editor, is this building, which it has 
been said by our essayist, is built 
on too magnificent a scale, such 
the buildings which he has insinuated 
is ornamented with cut stone, and 
wherein is exhibited an ostentatious 
display of architecture, and such 
the ' building which has exhau*ed 
not only the iunds, but the benevo- 
lence of the public. 

Our politician insists "that no sub- 
scriptions can be expectedfrom distant 
places, tor there is no- inducement 
to hold out -to remote subscribers to 
interest them by selfish motives to 
contribute. Now- this I deny, and 
say, the introduction of the Lancastrian 
plan of education into Belfast as the 
capital of the north of Ireland, has 
an indubitable claim on every town 
and parish in its neighbourhood, and 
for these reasons: By the system 
being established here, the other towns 
and parishes, will with more facility 
obtain the knowledge of its piacti- 
cability. As the managers of the 
institution will be obliged to bring 
a person from London to set it on 
foot, a heavy expense will be in- 
curred by them in the first instance. 



And as the knowledge of managing 
a school of the kind, may be ob- 
tained in future by persons attend- 
ing the one in Belfast, such as may 
establish them hereafter can Jjave 
information at a comparatively small 
expense. 

Mr. Editor, my motive in taking 
the trouble of replying to this article, 
is the pure and ardent wish I have 
tor the success of a most valuable 
institution, which I am appiehensive. 
may sustain injury by false impres- 
sions being made on the minds 
of those who are fuendiy to if, and 
to remove those impressions of grandeur 
and magnificence, inculcated fey 
our politician, by showing to the 
public that the building is a plain 
one, and that there is nothing su- 
perfluous about it, so far from that 
1 am perfectly convinced that were 
it finished with one story, the ne- 
cessary convenience would not be had, 
and that it would cost the public twice 
the sum to procure those conveniencies 
at a future day, that it will now 
cost by making the house two stories 
high. 

I shall therefore conclude by breath- 
ing an ardent wis>h for the success 
pf the Undertaking; and relying on 
the good sense and liberality of the 
public, I have no doubt, whatever that 
it will eventual!) succeed. 1 am, sir, 
■yours, &c. SOLON. 

Belfm, 6tk Oct. 1810. 

To the Editor of the Belfast JMogazine. 

ON T.HE PAYMENT OjF LABOURERS. 
The'btst soid he that 1 can you advise 
I< to avpid the ocawon of the ill 
Vor when the cause wtrefneeevil doth arise, 
Eemoved is, the erfeot suroeasetb still. 
MR. EDITOR, SpfNCzv.. 

AT a time when the miseries of 
war, the non -intercourse of nations, 
and theconsequeot depression of trade 
bear heard on the laborious class of 
society, arid render even the industrious 
man unable to meet with effect the 
exigencies of his family; at a time 
when the legislature has licensed the 
conversion of provisions iiito spiuts. 
at a time in short when so many 
causes combine to enciease that mass 
of poverty and immorality «e wituess 
in this place, it is hoped that a pro- 
posal which would undoubtedly tend 
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to ameliorate the moral* and condition 
of the poor will not be thought unneces- 
sary! 

That Belfast stands distinguished by 
the liberality and benevolence of its 
inhabitants, that incalcuUhle benefit is 
derived from its many valuable insti- 
tutions, and that all the wants of its 
poor class of people seem to be al- 
ready provided for, are facts well known. 
For the lame, the blind and the infirm, 
that August fabric the Poor- House 
n open, for those labouring under the 
complex misfortune of poverty and dis- 
ease the hospital is ready. That grand en- 
courager of industry the workliouse pro. 
raises, if supported, to add a lustre to 
tiie characterof itsspiritedfounders.and 
a poor school about to be established for 
the education of the rising generation, 
will it is expected do honour to the town. 
Can Belfast then do more, than support 
the aged and infim, than feed and 
clothe the naked, thau provide every 
necessary for the sick and useful learn- 
ing for (he children of the indigent ? 
It is my opinion that it can, that it is 
possible and without much trouble 
or expense, in a great degree to pre- 
vent the bad habits of at least one 
half of the poor working people of 
this town, and that numbers who are 
now a burthen to society, may be 
rendered usefulto themselves and be- 
neficial to the community, and tliat in- 
calculable advantages totheirmorals ami 
means of subsistence may be derived 
from the proposal now to be sub- 
mitted to the publick; this hope may 
appear too sanguine, but it is encourag- 
ed by the result of long reflection 
i.nd ireful observation. 

Poverty, 1 mean abject poverty, like 
disease, is more easily prevented than 
removed, but like it, sometimes 
comes on . in detiance to all human 
prudence and caution. 

That class however whose -.indigence 
and immorality we can easily trace.to 
their own conduct, bears a very large 
proportion to that, whose misery comes 
on in opposition to every, honest and 
vigorous endeavour tbey can make \ and 
it is equally notorious that the former 
<!escription while they are by far the 
more numerous, are at the same time 
more troublesome, more danger- 
ous, mare ungrateful, and harder to 
support than those who have not the 



least contributed to their own mis- 
fortunes ; but though this fact has been 
long felt by society in general, and by 
our valuable institutions in particular, 
yet any attempt to prevent iu increase 
or even its existence for the future has 
as vet I believe ■ been untried. 

During my .reflections on this subject, 
I observed miuulely the different con- 
duct of those who are the subject of this 
paper, and w»s. often surprized to find 
that one fatally pined iu pinching in- 
digence, while another in its neigh- 
bourhood) of; the same number with 
tiie same means of subsistence,, and 
in the same employment, lived in 
comparative comfort, the cause 
of this in -most cases I found 
to be the same. 1 observed, and every 
one must have seen with regret, that 
it is on Saturday night in particular, 
we witness those scenes the relation 
of which would . shock humanity. It 
is on this night and the fottowing day 
that the pttbitc houses are tilled with 
clamorous multitudes; on this night 
you meet hundreds reeling home to 
their abject families, or to worse places; 
on this night the streets are lined with 
phalanxes of licentious libertines, sleep 
interrupted bjr the oaths and shouts 
of midnight rioters, and all must re- 
member, that almost every murder, 
every crime, and every abuse is per- 
petrated on this night. In. my pro- 
fessional capacity 1 have often occasion 
to be up at every hour of the night, and 
of tiie truth of what I state 1 am sorry to 
be so well and so constantly convinced, 
tor I can with certainty affirm tftit 
there is more vice ami iinmoralrty 
practised on Saturday nigbt and Suit. 
day morning, and more paupers con- 
sequently K-ft depending on; society; 
than in ait the other nights .aid days 
of a whole 'month. 

Now from : careful observation ,«f 
these farts, f had no difficulty ia 
tracing to their source and hndirigein 
the principal causes of those aUtisfes 
which are' 'equally destructive of the 
morals and the means of thousands ; 
and I sincerely hope, by shewing these 
causes, to move those who- have it tin 
their power to remove them, and thus 
prevent their distressing effects from 
ensuing in future. 

To them therefore I beg leave to 
address myself, and 1 trust 1 will act 
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be accused of presumption when I as- 
sert, that most of these enormities 
are owing to that cu>>tom which un- 
fortunately prevails, of paying the 
Working class of people there wtekiy 
wages on Saturday might. For on that 
night the business ot the week is end- 
ed, they have time for telaxation, 
they are allured by company aud otbec 
causes to spend part ot that money, 
which though expected » nd uigently 
required b.v an indigent family, is too 
often destroyed before the morning 
in folly and dissipation, and Sunday, that 
©ugbttoushennsohrjetyand virtue, wit- 
nesses many an unfortunate wife and her 
children waiting in anxiety and warrt 
the return of that being who ought 
to be their coinrort and support, and 
who, when he comes, brings to their 
assistance neither reason, money, or 
any thing but abuse. 

If, then, every employerwouid take 
this matter into consideration, I have 
no doubt but tbey would see the 
decided piopnety of changing this 
pjan. lit place of which, I would le- 
commend that all workers be paid 
their last week's wages on the Monday 
morning followtng, before tbey begin 
work, tor which purpose tbey might 
if necessary assemble halt an hour 
earlier that morning, or the time lost 
in paying them on Saturday night 
would make up for that spent mi the same 
-way on Monday. J his eauid causa no 
loss to the employer, while it is plain that 
it would be productive of incalculable 
advantages to the families of the em- 
ployed, if they a*e pawl in the com- 
mencement* of the week, and in the 
beginning of the day, they retunn home 
of course, at nine o'clock, and gtve an 
account of thetr last week's earning 
•while It is yet uj being i they have not 
time to destroy it and their morals as 
usual, and tf even inclined, they tlaie 
not break on their week's weak in the 
beginning ; the clothes and necessaries 
which were pawned alter the last de- 
bauch wvlt be released, the poor fa- 
mily will enjoy together m comtort 
trie fruits of its industry, hundreds of 
aged people who are this moment 
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depending on the benevolence of the 
charitable, will be assisted by their 
children, who have not time lo squan- 
der their pay as usual after it is got ; 
and what tft itself imperiously demand* 
this change, is, that Stludtiif must un- 
doubtedly be better obnervtd, because 
the money which contributed so much 
to its abuse before, has been expended 
f»r better purposes outing the week. 

And thus lives and morals will be 
preset ved, the poor vyill livem com« 
parauve comfort,, they will begin to 
taste the sweets of legulanty and re- 
ligion, and wiH in a short time do 
fro.ro inclination what it is now necessary 
to make then; do from necessity. On 
Sunday they cannot drink and reve|, 
because it precedes p,ay day, whereas 
it, used to sui ceed it ; their work dur. 
ing the week must be better executed 
alter being sober, and vast sums of 
money will be annually saved to indi- 
viduals, ijnd to all the institutions oF 
the town. 

I trust then sincerely and expect for 
the sake of morality, virtue, and cha- 
rity, that no Con-iUeration shall pie- 
vent the adoption of this proposal, 
winch no motive in the world hut what 
is expected from it could dictate,, and 
that is, its eyident utility to all classes 
of men, but puriicqUr|y the poor ; £ 
consnie.ed it bug, and mentioned it 
lately to a gentleman equally distin- 
guished for svnse aud humanity, v\ho 
employs, 3 git-at number of woikmen; 
he saw the benefit thai might be de- 
rived fiom the cnange, and was hap. 
py to be the h.sl to putit intopiactite. 
Ma) the other gentlemen of this place, 
already distinguished for their plulim- 
thiopy and b iievoleiKfi, follow the 
example, and atioid to thousands of 
suffering tejlow creatures, that coin- 
'fort ot body and njuid which I earn- 
estly conceive will result from a 
lMea.ure so necessary and so practi- 
cable as this. 

Nil actum reputans, si quid stiperesset 

agi ndum. lye. 

Belfast. M. 
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